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POLYMERS DERIVED FROM SECONDARY
ALKYL (METH)ACRYLATES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/425,317, filed on Dec. 21,
2010, which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Pressure-sensitive adhesive tapes are virtually ubiquitous
in the home and workplace. In its simplest configuration, a
pressure-sensitive adhesive tape comprises an adhesive and a
backing, and the overall construction is tacky at the use tem-
perature and adheres to a variety of substrates using only
moderate pressure to form the bond. In this fashion, pressure-
sensitive adhesive tapes constitute a complete, self-contained
bonding system.

Pressure-sensitive adhesives (PSAs) are usually classified
as those possessing properties such as the following: (1)
aggressive and permanent tack; (2) adherence with no more
than finger pressure; (3) sufficient ability to hold onto an
adherend; and (4) sufficient cohesive strength to be removed
cleanly from the adherend. Materials that have been found to
function well as PSAs include polymers designed and formu-
lated to exhibit the requisite viscoelastic properties resulting
in a desired balance of tack, peel adhesion, and shear holding
power. PSAs are characterized by being normally tacky at
room temperature (e.g., 20° C.). PSAs do not embrace com-
positions merely because they are sticky or adhere to a sur-
face.

These adhesive characteristics are assessed generally by
means of tests which are designed to individually measure
tack, adhesion (peel strength), and cohesion (shear holding
power), as noted in A. V. Pocius in Adhesion and Adhesives
Technology: An Introduction, 2" Ed., Hanser Gardner Pub-
lication, Cincinnati, Ohio, 2002. These measurements taken
together constitute the balance of properties often used to
characterize a PSA.

With broadened use of pressure-sensitive adhesive tapes
over the years, performance requirements have become more
demanding. Shear holding capability, for example, which
originally was intended for applications supporting modest
loads at room temperature, has now increased substantially
for many applications in terms of operating temperature and
load. So-called high performance pressure-sensitive adhesive
tapes are those capable of supporting loads at elevated tem-
peratures for 10,000 minutes. Increased shear holding capa-
bility has generally been accomplished by crosslinking the
PSA, although considerable care must be exercised so that
high levels of tack and adhesion are retained in order to retain
the aforementioned balance of properties.

There are a wide variety of pressure-sensitive adhesive
(PSA) materials available today that include natural crude or
synthetic rubbers, block copolymers, and (meth)acrylic-
based polymeric compositions. (Meth)acrylic-based PSAs in
particular have been the focus of a great deal of development
over the last half century as the performance demands for
PSAs have increased. (Meth)acrylic-based PSAs may be
closely tailored to provide a number of desired attributes such
as elasticity, tackiness, transparency, resistance to oxidation
and sunlight, etc., as well as to have the necessary degree of
adhesion and cohesion for demanding tape applications. The
(meth)acrylic-based PSAs are usually (meth)acrylic ester
PSAs, which are also referred to as (meth)acrylate PSAs or
PSA (meth)acrylates. That is, these PSAs include a poly
(meth)acrylate material.
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Central to all PSAs is a desired balance of adhesion and
cohesion that is often achieved by optimizing the physical
properties of the acrylic elastomer, such as glass transition
temperature and modulus. For example, if the glass transition
temperature (Tg) or modulus of the elastomer is too high, the
Dahlquist criterion for tack (storage modulus less than 3x10°
dynes/cm? at room temperature and oscillation frequency of 1
Hz) will not be met, and the material will not be tacky and is
not useful by itself as a PSA material. Often in this case, low
molecular weight, high Tg resin polymers (tackifiers) or low
molecular weight, low Tg polymers (plasticizers) are used to
modulate the Tg and modulus into an optimal PSA range.

(Meth)acrylic ester PSAs of today are typically an elasto-
meric polymer prepared using a low Tg non-polar monomer.
Two widely used low Tg acrylates in PSAs are 2-ethylhexyl
acrylate (EHA) and isooctyl acrylate (I0A), each providing
an alkyl chain of eight carbon atoms (Cy). Longer or shorter
alkyl chains have a number of disadvantages in terms of PSA
performance. For example, shorter alkyl chain (e.g., buty-
lacrylate-C,) will significantly increase both the Tg and
modulus of the elastomer, possibly increasing the room tem-
perature storage modulus above 3x10° dynes/cm?®. Alterna-
tively, longer linear alkyl chains (e.g., octadecyl acrylate-C | )
can lead to crystalline groups within the polymer that will also
significantly reduce its degree of tack.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a solution to the problems
associated with incorporating longer linear alkyl chains into
(meth)acrylate polymers, particularly those used in pressure-
sensitive adhesives (PSAs).

The compositions, particularly pressure-sensitive adhesive
compositions, of this disclosure relate to the use of a mixture
of structural isomers of secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate
monomers, which form polymers with unique and improved
properties over comparable, commonly used PSA (meth)
acrylate polymers. The use of a mixture of structural isomers
results in a depressed crystalline temperature (Tc) for poly-
mers made therefrom, compared to polymers made using a
single long alkyl chain (meth)acrylate. By decreasing the Tc,
long chain alkyl (meth)acrylates can be formulated into PSAs
with a number of beneficial characteristics, such as the ability
to formulate with non-polar tackifiers. PSAs described herein
exhibit excellent peel strength on both stainless steel and high
density polyethylene (HDPE), which is a very low surface
energy substrate to which (meth)acrylic ester PSAs typically
have difficulty adhering.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure provides a
(meth)acrylate polymer, particularly a pressure-sensitive
adhesive composition that includes a (meth)acrylate polymer,
including interpolymerized monomers that include at least
three structural isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate
of Formula (I):

@

R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to Cs, saturated
linear alkyl group (it will be understood that in this formula
R! and R* are not joined together to form a ring);

the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R?is H or CH,.
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In one aspect, a (meth)acrylate polymer, particularly one
used in a pressure-sensitive adhesive, includes the interpoly-
merized reaction product of: (a) at least three structural iso-
mers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I);
optionally (b) a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C;, alkanol;
optionally (¢) an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated
monomer; optionally (d) a non-acid-functional, ethylenically
unsaturated polar monomer; optionally (e) a vinyl monomer;
and optionally (f) a multifunctional (meth)acrylate.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure provides a
(meth)acrylate polymer, particularly a pressure-sensitive
adhesive composition that includes a (meth)acrylate polymer,
including at least three structural isomers of a moiety of
Formula (IT):

an
Rl

A

0, 0 R?

Rr3

wherein R', R?, and R® are as defined for Formula (I). In
certain embodiments, a (meth)acrylate polymer includes at
least three structural isomers of a moiety of Formula (II); and

atleast one moiety of a monomer selected from those listed as
(b) through (f) above.

The present disclosure also provides a method of preparing
an alkyl (meth)acrylate starting with an olefin, which is typi-
cally significantly less expensive than a similarly structured
alkyl alcohol. This method can lead to a less expensive route
to the acrylic monomer and ultimately to a PSA with equiva-
lent performance but lower cost compared to current prod-
ucts.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure provides a
method of making a mixture of structural isomers of a sec-
ondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I
R! O)‘\(
R3

R! and R? are each independently a C, to Cs, saturated
linear alkyl group (it will be understood that in this formula
R! and R? are not joined together to form a ring);

@

wherein:

the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,;
wherein the method comprises reacting (meth)acrylic acid

with an olefin having a single unsaturation in the presence of
a fluorinated sulfonic acid.

The present disclosure also provides a mixture of structural
isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I):
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@

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,, saturated
linear alkyl group; the sum of the number of carbons in R* and
R?is 7 to 31; and

R?is H or CHy;
wherein the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer is less than 35
mole-% of the total mixture of secondary alkyl (meth)acry-
late isomers. A polymer made from this mixture is also pro-
vided.

Also provided is a method of making a mixture of struc-
tural isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula

@:
R? 0
Rl /l\ O)‘\(
R3
wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,, saturated
linear alkyl group; the sum of the number of carbons in
R'and R*is 7 to 31; and

R?is H or CHy;
wherein the method involves reacting (meth)acrylic acid with
an olefin having a single unsaturation, wherein the olefin has
been pre-treated with an acid to give a mixture of olefin
isomers. This method preferably results in less than 35
mole-% of the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer, based on the
total moles of the mixture of secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate
isomers.

A (meth)acrylate polymer (that is particularly suitable for
use in a pressure-sensitive adhesive polymer) is provided that
includes interpolymerized monomers that include:

a) at least three structural isomers of a secondary alkyl
(meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I

R! O)k%
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,, saturated
linear alkyl group (it will be understood that in this formula
R! and R? are not joined together to form a ring);

the sum of the number of carbons in R! and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,; and

b) at least one monomer selected from: i) a (meth)acrylic
acid ester of a C,-C;, alkanol; ii) an acid-functional, ethyl-
enically unsaturated monomer; iii) a non-acid-functional,
ethylenically unsaturated polar monomer; iv) a vinyl mono-

@

@
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mer; and v) a multifunctional (meth)acrylate. In certain
embodiments, the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer of the three
structural isomers used to prepare this polymer is less than 35
mole-% of the total mixture of secondary alkyl (meth)acry-
late isomers.

The polymers, particularly the pressure-sensitive adhesive
polymers, of the present disclosure may optionally be pre-
pared from other monomers, crosslinkers, and additives. In
particular, the pressure-sensitive adhesive may further
include a tackifier.

The pressure-sensitive adhesives of this disclosure provide
the desired balance of tack, peel adhesion, and shear holding
power, and further conform to the Dahlquist criterion for tack
(storage modulus less than 3x10° dynes/cm? at room tem-
perature and oscillation frequency of 1 Hz).

Another embodiment of the present disclosure is a sub-
strate coated with a pressure-sensitive adhesive of the present
disclosure.

As used herein the term “(meth)acrylic” or “(meth)acry-
late” is inclusive of both acrylic and methacrylic (or acrylate
and methacrylate).

Asused herein “C,-C,, alkanol (meth)acrylate” refers to a
(meth)acrylate ester of a C,-C,, alkanol.

The term “aliphatic group” means a saturated or unsatur-
ated linear or branched hydrocarbon group. This term is used
to encompass alkyl, alkenyl, and alkynyl groups, for example.

The term “alkyl group” means a saturated linear or
branched hydrocarbon group including, for example, methyl,
ethyl, isopropyl, t-butyl, heptyl, dodecyl, octadecyl, amyl,
2-ethylhexyl, and the like. The term “alkylene group” refers
to a divalent alkyl group.

The term “heteroalkyl group” means an alkyl group having
at least one —CH,— replaced with a heteroatom such as O or
S. In many embodiments, the heteroalkyl group is a monova-
lent polyether group. The term “heteroalkylene group” refers
to a divalent heteroalkyl group. In many embodiments, the
heteroalkylene group is a divalent polyether group.

The term “alicyclic group” means a cyclic hydrocarbon
group having properties resembling those of aliphatic groups.
The term “aromatic group” or “aryl group” means a mono- or
polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon group.

When a group is present more than once in a formula
described herein, each group is “independently” selected,
whether specifically stated or not. For example, when more
than one R group is present in a formula, each R group is
independently selected.

The terms “comprises” and variations thereof do not have
a limiting meaning where these terms appear in the descrip-
tion and claims.

The words “preferred” and “preferably” refer to embodi-
ments of the disclosure that may afford certain benefits, under
certain circumstances. However, other embodiments may
also be preferred, under the same or other circumstances.
Furthermore, the recitation of one or more preferred embodi-
ments does not imply that other embodiments are not useful,
and is not intended to exclude other embodiments from the
scope of the disclosure.

As used herein, “a,” “an,” “the,” “at least one,” and “one or
more” are used interchangeably.

As used herein, the term “or” is generally employed in its
usual sense including “and/or” unless the content clearly
dictates otherwise. The term “and/or” means one or all of the
listed elements or a combination of any two or more of the
listed elements.

All numbers are herein assumed to be modified by the term
“about” and preferably with the term “exactly.” As used
herein in connection with a measured quantity, the term

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

“about” refers to that variation in the measured quantity as
would be expected by the skilled artisan making the measure-
ment and exercising a level of care commensurate with the
objective of the measurement and the precision of the mea-
suring equipment used. The recitation of numerical ranges by
endpoints includes all numbers subsumed within that range
(e.g., 1to Sincludes 1, 1.5,2,2.75,3,3.80, 4, and 5). All parts
recited herein, including those in the Example section below,
are by weight unless otherwise indicated.

The above summary of the present disclosure is not
intended to describe each disclosed embodiment or every
implementation of the present disclosure. The description
that follows more particularly exemplifies illustrative
embodiments. In several places throughout the application,
guidance is provided through lists of examples, which
examples can be used in various combinations. In each
instance, the recited list serves only as a representative group
and should not be interpreted as an exclusive list.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The (meth)acrylate polymers of the present disclosure are
particularly useful in pressure-sensitive adhesives.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure provides a poly-
mer, particularly a pressure-sensitive adhesive composition
that includes a polymer, prepared from monomers (or includ-
ing interpolymerized monomers), wherein the monomers
include at least three structural isomers of a secondary alkyl
(meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I

R! O)k%
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,, saturated
linear alkyl group (it will be understood in this formula R* and
R? are not joined together to form a ring);

the sum of the number of carbons in R! and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R?is H or CH,.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure provides a
(meth)acrylate polymer, particularly a pressure-sensitive
adhesive composition that includes a (meth)acrylate polymer,
including at least three structural isomers of a moiety of
Formula (II):

@

an
Rl

A

0, 0 R?

R3

wherein R', R?, and R? are as defined for Formula (I).

In certain embodiments of Formulas (I) and (II), R* and R?
are each independently a C, to C, saturated linear alkyl and
the sum of the number of carbons in R' and R*is 7 to 17.
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In certain embodiments of Formulas (I) and (IT), R' and R*
are each independently a C, to C, , saturated linear alkyl and
the sum of the number of carbons in R' and R*is 11 to 15.

In certain embodiments of Formulas (I) and (IT), R' and R*
are each independently a C, to C, saturated linear alkyl and
the sum of the number of carbons in R' and R*is 7 to 11.

In certain embodiments of Formulas (I) and (II), R* and R?
are each independently a C, to C, 4 saturated linear alkyl and
the sum of the number of carbons in R! and R* is 9 to 17.

Long linear alkyl chains (e.g., 1-octadecyl acrylate-C, )
can lead to crystalline groups within the polymer that will
significantly reduce its degree of tack. If the crystalline tem-
perature can be suppressed, longer chain alkyl acrylates can
have a number of beneficial PSA properties over traditional
C, acrylates such as reduced Tg for broader use temperatures,
lower storage modulus for quickly conforming and adhering
to substrates, and lower polarity for adhering to low surface
energy substrates to name a few. The branching pattern of the
alkyl (meth)acrylate monomers of Formula (I) (or moieties of
Formula (II)) allows the use of long alkyl chain structures
while avoiding significant increases in crystalline tempera-
ture (Tc) that would decrease PSA performance. Further-
more, use of a mixture (e.g., blend) of structural isomers of
the alkyl (meth)acrylate monomers of Formula (I) (or moi-
eties of Formula (II)) has the added effect of depressing the
crystalline temperature compared to traditional single struc-
tural isomer long chain linear or secondary alkyl acrylates.
Depressing the Tc of long chain alkyl acrylates has many
advantages in PSA materials including a broader use tem-
perature range, improved rheological behavior, and greater
compatibility with a wide range of PSA additives. Preferably,
a pressure-sensitive adhesive of the present disclosure has a
Tcof =0° C.

Monofunctional, low Tg, acrylic monomers typically used
in PSAs are predominantly derived from the esterification of
a primary alkyl alcohol with (meth)acrylic acid resulting in a
(meth)acrylic ester monomer. Alternatively, (meth)acrylate
monomers of Formula (I) can be prepared using the reaction
of'a (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin having a single unsat-
uration (e.g., an alpha-olefin), resulting in a number of
branched structural isomers, as the double bond of the olefin
compound is able to migrate along the chain before the addi-
tion of the (meth)acrylic acid. An example of the generation
of dodecyl acrylate from both the secondary alcohol and
dodecene is shown below (Scheme Ia and Scheme Ib), dem-
onstrating the formation of a mixture of structural isomers in
the latter case. This mixture of isomers in Scheme Ib results
from scrambling of the double bond.

In addition to the generation of multiple structural isomers
as shown in Scheme Ib, an additional advantage of this syn-
thetic pathway is the generally lower cost of the olefin starting
materials compared to similarly structured alkyl alcohols.
Particularly for long chain acrylates (C,, and greater), sec-
ondary alkyl alcohols can become very expensive while a
similar alpha-olefin such as dodecene is relatively inexpen-
sive.

Scheme Ia
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-continued
O
/\’( Y\/\/\/\/\
(@]
Scheme Ib
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O
/Y
(6]
O
A(
(6]
O
/Y
(6]
O
/Y
(6]
Although Scheme Ib is shown using an alpha-olefin, other
olefins having a single unsaturation can be used. Examples of

useful olefin starting materials include linear alpha and inter-
nal olefins such as 1-octene, 2-octene, 3-octene, 4-octene,

1-nonene, 2-nonene, 3-nonene, 4-nonene, 1-decene,
5-decene, 1-undecene, 1-dodecene, 1-tridecene, 1-tet-
radecene, 7-tetradecene, 1-pentadecene, 1-hexadecene,

1-heptadecene, 1-octadecene, 1-nonadecene, 1-eicosene,
9-heneicosene, 1-docosene, 9-tricosene, 1-tetracosene, 1-oc-
tacosene, 1-triacontene, as well as mixtures thereof. The ole-
fin starting materials may be single compounds or mixtures of
compounds such as those sold under the trade names
NEODENE (Shell Chemicals) and ALPHAPLUS (Chevron
Phillips Chemical Company), or recycled reactants from a
previous reaction such as a mixture of 1-octene, 2-octene,
3-octene, and 4-octene. Any of these alkenes can be derived
from bio-based sources. Additionally, the (meth)acrylic acid
can be derived from bio-based sources.

Thus, the present disclosure provides a method for the
production of alkyl acrylates and alkyl methacrylates based
on the esterification of acrylic acid or methacrylic acid with
anolefin having a single unsaturation (e.g., an alpha-olefin) in
the presence of a fluorinated sulfonic acid (which is prefer-
ably used in a catalytic amount) as shown by example using
1-octene in Scheme II (in this scheme, R is H or CH; and
Rf—SO,H represents a perfluorinated sulfonic acid, which is
an exemplary fluorinated sulfonic acid).
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Scheme II

N VY
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Embodiments of this method are very economical and
provide high purity products. Once a typical reaction reaches
equilibrium the yield can be increased by using an excess of
either the acid or the olefin. The reagent used in excess, for
example, can then be reclaimed and recycled. At low concen-
trations (e.g., no greater than about 5 mole percent), fluori-
nated sulfonic acids seem to be unique in the ability to allow
this reaction to reach equilibrium at lower temperatures using
shorter reaction times while reducing the formation of by-
products.

In an embodiment of the present disclosure for making a
mixture of structural isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)
acrylate of Formula (I) as described herein, the method
involves reacting (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin having a
single unsaturation (e.g., an alpha-olefin) in the presence of a
fluorinated sulfonic acid.

Preferred fluorinated sulfonic acids are of the formula
R*—(CF,—SO,H),, wherein n is one or two, and R* is a
fluorine (when n is 1), a carboxylic acid group (whenn is 1),
a C,-C,, alkyl group (whennis 1), a C,-C,, alkylene group
(when n is 2), a fluorinated (preferably, perfluorinated)
C,-C,, alkyl group (when n is 1), a fluorinated (preferably,
perfluorinated) C,-C,, alkylene group (when n is 2), a per-
fluoroether C,-C,, heteroalkyl group (when n is 1), or a
perfluoroether C,-C,, heteroalkylene group (when n is 2).
Preferably, the sulfonic acid is perfluorinated. Examples of
R* groups include CF,CF,OCF,—, CF,CF,0OCF,CF(CF,)
OCF,—, HO(O)C—, CF,—, C,F—, C,F,,—, C.H,—,
CF,CHF—, —CF,—0—CF,—, —(CF,);0CF ,—,
—(CF,);OCF,—, and —(CF,),OCF,—. Examples of flu-
orinated sulfonic acids include trifluoromethanesulfonic
acid, nonafluorobutane-1-sulfonic acid, CF;CF,O(CF,),
SO;H, CF,CF,OCF,CF(CF;)OCF,CF,SO,H, HO(0O)
CCF,SO,H, C,FsSO;H, C,JF,SO;H, C.F,;SO;H,
C:H,,SO,H, CF;CHFCF,SO,H, O(CF,CF,SO,H),, HO,S
(CF,),O(CF,),SO;H, and HO,S(CF,);O(CF,),SO;H,
HO,S(CF,),O(CF,),SO,H.

Another example of a fluorinated sulfonic acid is a sul-
fonated tetrafluoroethylene based fluoropolymer-copolymer
available under the tradename NAFION NR50 (E.I. du Pont
de Nemours), which has the general Formula (III):
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wherein X, y, and z are selected such that the sulfonic acid
equivalent weight is less than or equal to 1250.

Although esterification of carboxylic acids with olefins
using acid catalysis is known, with other acid catalysts typical
conditions require temperatures of 100-220° C. and reaction
times of 2-3 hours to reach equilibrium with generally low
productions of the desired products (e.g., 45% conversion).

Preferably, the esterification of acrylic acid or methacrylic
acid with an olefin according to the present disclosure can
provide product yields (conversions) of at least 50%, at least
60%, or at least 70%. Significantly, because fewer undesired
by-products are formed using the method of the present dis-
closure, unreacted starting materials can be reclaimed and
recycled. Thus, even though these reactions don’t go to
completion because they reach an equilibrium mixture of
reactants and products, if yields were calculated based on
reactants consumed, reaction yields could be considered
close to quantitative.

For the esterification of acrylic acid or methacrylic acid
with an olefin according to the present disclosure, tempera-
ture of the reaction and concentration of the fluorinated sul-
fonic acid can vary, depending on the desired reaction time to
reach equilibrium. For example, if the reaction is carried out
at a temperature of 90° C. when the fluorinated sulfonic acid
concentration is at least 2 mole percent acid, equilibrium can
be reached within 4 hours. If the temperature is lowered to 70°
C. at 2 mole percent fluorinated sulfonic acid, equilibrium can
be reached within 18 hours. Alternatively, equilibrium can be
reached within 18 hours if the temperature is raised to 120° C.
and the fluorinated sulfonic acid concentration is lowered to
0.1 mole percent. Higher fluorinated sulfonic acid concentra-
tions and/or higher temperatures can get the reaction times
down to less than 1 hour if desired. In the reaction of the
present disclosure, a typical concentration of a fluorinated
sulfonic acid is at least 0.01 mole percent, and often up to 10
mole percent acid. A typical temperature of reaction is at least
40° C., and often up to 150° C. It will be understood that the
temperature of any one reaction can vary, e.g., a reaction can
be held at a first temperature for a first period of time, and
raised or lowered to a second temperature for a second period
of time. A typical reaction time (to equilibrium) is at least 5
minutes, and often up to 48 hours.

When the esterification reaction is carried out with an
alpha-olefin (such as 1-octene), a mixture of secondary
(meth)acrylate products is formed (such as a mixture of 2-oc-
tyl(meth)acrylate, 3-octyl meth)acrylate, and 4-octyl(meth)
acrylate). The product mixture may contain all possible sec-
ondary (meth)acrylate isomers. The relative amounts of the
(meth)acrylate isomers may vary considerably depending on
the chain length of the olefin starting material and the reaction
conditions used (such as temperature and catalyst concentra-
tion).

The alpha-olefin starting material may also be isomerized
to a mixture of olefins prior to addition of (meth)acrylic acid
by reaction with the acid catalyst. Typically, the catalyst used
for this pre-isomerization process is the same as that used for
the reaction between the olefin and (meth)acrylic acid. The
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temperature of the pre-isomerization process is typically
70-100° C. Often, an equal distribution of the internal isomers
is obtained with only a small amount of the alpha-olefin. With
this pre-isomerization process, the resultant secondary
(meth)acrylate products are more equally distributed result-
ing in less of the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer and more
internal (meth)acrylate isomers (such as 3-, 4-, and 5-alkyl
(meth)acrylates). Typically, the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate iso-
mer is less than 35 mole-% of the total mixture of alkyl
(meth)acrylate isomers. Generally, as the percentage of the
2-isomer decreases in the various secondary (meth)acrylate
blends, the Tc and Tm of the resulting polymer decreases
accordingly.

Thus, the present disclosure provides a mixture of struc-
tural isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula
(D as described herein, wherein the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate
isomer is less than 35 mole-% of the total mixture of alkyl
(meth)acrylate isomers. Such a mixture can provide a novel
polymer. For example, isomers of Formula (I) can be inter-
polymerized with at least one monomer selected from: i) a
(meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C;, alkanol; ii) an acid-
functional, ethylenically unsaturated monomer; iii) a non-
acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar monomer;
iv) a vinyl monomer; and v) a multifunctional (meth)acrylate.
Preferably, the less than 35 mole-% 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate
isomer results from using the pre-isomerization reaction pro-
cess.

Whether the olefin is pre-isomerized or not, the amount of
2-alkyl (meth)acrylate in the reaction product is typically
15-85 mole-% of the total (meth)acrylate product mixture.
The amount of 3-alkyl (meth)acrylate in the reaction product
is typically 5-50 mole-% of the total (meth)acrylate product
mixture. The amount of 4-alkyl (meth)acrylate in the reaction
product is typically 0.5-50 mole-% of the total (meth)acrylate
product mixture. The amount of 5-alkyl (meth)acrylate and
all other higher alkyl (meth)acrylates (6-through 15-alkyl
(meth)acrylate) in the reaction product is typically 0-50
mole-% of the total (meth)acrylate product mixture.

In the esterification of (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin, the
amount of olefin and (meth)acrylic acid can vary as desired.
As mentioned above, one reagent can be used in excess rela-
tive to the other to decrease the time of the reaction and
increase the yield. If one of the reagents is less expensive than
the other, the less expensive one would be the one typically
chosen to be in excess.

The esterification of acrylic acid or methacrylic acid with
an olefin according to the present disclosure is typically car-
ried out neat, i.e., in the absence of solvent. If desired, how-
ever, solvents such as hexane, heptane, toluene, and xylenes
can be used.

An alternative method of making the (meth)acrylate mono-
mers of Formula (I) can be carried out by esterification of a
mixture of secondary alcohols. The mixture of secondary
alcohols can be prepared by blending individual secondary
alcohols that have been prepared separately. Another poten-
tial preparation of a structural isomer mixture of secondary
alcohols involves an oxidation process that converts parrafins
to secondary alcohols (see, e.g., Stevens et al., Chem. Eng.
Prog., Vol. 64, No. 7, pages 61-68 (1968); Kurata et al.,
Chapter 9, “Secondary Alcohol Ethoxylates,” In Monohydric
Alcohols, ACS Symposium Series, American Chemical Soci-
ety, pages 113-157 (1981)). The alcohol products of this
process maintain the same carbon distribution of the starting
paraffin. Thus, secondary alcohols are produced with a ran-
dom distribution along the chain, with little to no primary
alcohols being formed. Alternatively, the polymer of Formula
(II) may be prepared by reaction of a poly(meth)acrylic acid
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(or poly(meth)acrylic acid-co-alkyl acrylate) with olefins
using the methods described herein or with a mixture of
secondary alcohols.

In certain embodiments, the present disclosure provides a
continuous process for the esterification of acrylic acid or
methacrylic acid with an olefin (which may or may not have
been pre-isomerized by contact with an acid catalyst). Herein,
a “continuous” process is defined to be a process with con-
tinuous flow or semi-continuous flow (e.g., pulsed flow) of
material(s) in and out of the reactor once the system is oper-
ating at steady state. Preferably, a “continuous” process uses
a fixed-bed heterogeneous catalyst flow-through system. In a
continuous process of this disclosure, a reactor, typically a
tubular reactor, having an inlet for reactants and an outlet for
products is charged with a fixed bed of solid acid catalyst and
used to perform the desired chemical transformation(s). This
reactor configuration, often described as a “packed-bed reac-
tor,” can be advantageous when compared to homogeneously
catalyzed batch reactions for a number of reasons including:
ease of reaction; tighter control over process variables (e.g.,
temperature, pressure and residence time); higher catalyst to
reagent ratio (facilitating higher rates of reaction); and elimi-
nation of a catalyst filtration and/or neutralization step. As an
alternative to using a packed-bed reactor configuration, other
well known continuous reactor configurations may be
employed such as “continuous stirred tank™ reactors or “reac-
tive distillation” reactors.

A wide variety of commercially available solid (typically,
resin) acid catalysts may be used with a packed-bed reactor,
for example, in a continuous process. In particular, solid acid
(heterogeneous) catalysts may be advantageously used in
performing the desired chemical transformation(s) disclosed
herein including, but not limited to, high fluorine content
aliphatic sulfonic acids (e.g., those available under the trade
name NAFION) and sulfonated styrene divinylbenzene
copolymers (e.g., those available under the trade name
AMBERLYST). Selection of a suitable solid acid catalyst
material is typically determined by cost, rate of reaction, and
selectivity to desired products. One particular type of resin,
macroreticular resin, is particularly preferred because it is
inexpensive and available in a wide variety of different physi-
cal and/or chemical structures. Varying catalyst features such
as catalyst surface area, porosity, and acidity can be tuned by
varying resin properties such as the extent of crosslinking and
degree of sulfonization, facilitating the selection of a suitable
catalyst for each desired reaction. Selection of such features is
within the skill of one skilled in the art.

In one exemplary continuous process, olefin and acid reac-
tants (as described herein) are mixed prior to entering or upon
entering the reaction zone, defined to be the volume in the
tubular reactor occupied by the heterogeneous catalyst mate-
rial. Time required to perform the desired reaction can vary,
primarily due to catalyst type and temperature. Reactant resi-
dencetime, defined as the catalyst void volume divided by the
volumetric feed rate of the reactants, may be controlled, for
example, by adjusting the total reactant feed rate to the reac-
tor. Reactant residence time is typically held constant at val-
ues of at least 1 minute, and often at least 5 minutes. Reactant
residence time is typically held constant at values of no
greater than 120 minutes, and often no greater than 20 min-
utes. Reaction temperatures may be controlled with resis-
tively heated insulating tape or by circulating heating oil from
atemperature controlled bath, or other conventional methods.
Typical reaction temperatures are at least 40° C., and often at
least 50° C. Typical reaction temperatures are no greater than
150° C., and often at least 90° C. These temperatures produce
single pass yields and selectivities in reasonable amounts of
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time. Reaction pressures may be controlled by a back pres-
sure regulator placed at the outlet of the reactor unit, or other
conventional methods. Typically, reaction pressures are no
greater than 5 MPa, and often no greater than 1 MPa. These
pressures will typically keep reagents in the liquid phase
while reducing the need for specialized equipment that can
withstand elevated pressures.

Whether in a continuous or batch process, after the reaction
of the olefin and (meth)acrylic acid, the crude secondary
(meth)acrylate product is typically purified. When an excess
of olefin relative to (meth)acrylic acid is used in the reaction,
the product is typically isolated by distillation to separate
unreacted olefin and the secondary (meth)acrylate product.
Alternatively, the crude reaction mixture can be first extracted
with a basic aqueous solution (e.g., aqueous sodium bicar-
bonate) to remove any residual (meth)acrylic acid followed
by distillation to isolate the secondary (meth)acrylate prod-
uct.

During the reaction and subsequent purification proce-
dures, a polymerization inhibitor is typically added. Suitable
examples include, but are not limited to: hydroquinone (HQ);
4-methoxyphenol (MEHQ); 4-ethoxyphenol; 4-propoxyphe-
nol; 4-butoxyphenol; 4-heptoxyphenol; hydroquinone
monobenzylether; 1,2-dihydroxybenzene; 2-methoxyphe-
nol;  2,5-dichlorohydroquinone;  2,5-di-tert-butylhydro-
quinone; 4-aminophenol; 2-aminophenol; 2-N,N-dimethy-
laminophenol; catechol monobutylether; 2.3-
dihydroxyacetophenone; pyrogallol-1,2-dimethylether;
t-butyl catechol; di-tertbutylnitroxide; di-tert-amylnitroxide;
2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidinyloxy;  4-hydroxy-2,2,6,6-tet-
ramethyl-piperidinyloxy;  4-0x0-2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-pip-
eridinyloxy; copper dimethyldithiocarbamate; copper salicy-
late; methylene blue; iron; phenothiazine;
3-oxophenothiazine; and 1,4-benzenediamine. The inhibitor
or combination of inhibitors is typically added from 0.01
wt-% to 5.0 wt-%, based on the total volume of the reaction
mixture.

The polymer (preferably pressure-sensitive adhesive poly-
mer) of the present disclosure may include other monomers to
modify the physical properties of the polymer produced by
polymerization of at least three structural isomers of an alkyl
(meth)acrylate monomer of Formula (I). Additionally, the
polymers, particularly the pressure-sensitive adhesive poly-
mers, of the present disclosure may include crosslinkers, and
other additives, such as tackifiers or plasticizers. In one
aspect, the polymer (preferably pressure-sensitive adhesive
polymer) includes the interpolymerized reaction product of:
(a) at least three structural isomers of a secondary alkyl
(meth)acrylate of Formula (I); optionally (b) a (meth)acrylic
acid ester of a C,-C;, alkanol; optionally (c) an acid-func-
tional, ethylenically unsaturated monomer; optionally (d) a
non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar mono-
mer; optionally (e) a vinyl monomer; and optionally (f) a
multifunctional (meth)acrylate. In certain embodiments, the
interpolymerized monomers include at least one monomer
selected from a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C,, alkanol,
an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated monomer, a
non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar mono-
mer, and a mixture thereof, and optionally one or more of the
vinyl monomer and multifunctional (meth)acrylate. In cer-
tain other embodiments, the interpolymerized monomers
include an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated mono-
mer.

The compositions used to form the polymers, particularly
the pressure-sensitive adhesive polymers, of the present dis-
closure may include only a polymerized alkyl (meth)acrylate
monomer of Formula (I) comprising at least three structural
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isomers, which may sometimes be referred to as a homopoly-
mer. In many preferred embodiments, the composition
includes 20t0 99.5, and in more preferred embodiments 50 to
95, parts by weight of a mixture of isomers of a secondary
alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (), relative to 100 parts total
monomer.

The polymers, particularly the pressure-sensitive adhesive
polymers, of the present disclosure may further comprise
interpolymerized monomer units of a C,-C,, (meth)acrylate
ester monomer (i.e., (meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C;,
alkanol). These are typically distinct monomers from the
compounds of Formula (I). In some embodiments, these are
C,-C,4, C,-Cyg, or C,-C,, (meth)acrylate ester monomers.
Examples of monomers suitable for use as the C,-C;, (meth)
acrylate ester monomer include an ester of either acrylic acid
or methacrylic acid with a non-tertiary alkanol such as etha-
nol, 1-propanol, 2-propanol, 1-butanol, 2-butanol, 1-pen-
tanol, 2-pentanol, 3-pentanol, 2-methyl-1-butanol, 3-methyl-
1-butanol, 1-hexanol, 2-hexanol, 2-methyl-1-pentanol,
3-methyl-1-pentanol, 2-ethyl-1-butanol, 3,5,5-trimethyl-1-
hexanol, 3-heptanol, 1-octanol, 2-octanol, isooctylalcohol,
2-ethyl-1-hexanol, 1-decanol, 2-propylheptanol, 1-dode-
canol, 1-tridecanol, 1-tetradecanol, citronellol, dihydroc-
itronellol, and the like. In some embodiments, the preferred
(meth)acrylate ester monomer is the ester of (meth)acrylic
acid with butyl alcohol or isooctyl alcohol, or a combination
thereof, although combinations of two or more different
(meth)acrylate ester monomers are suitable.

In some embodiments it is desirable for the C,-C,, (meth)
acrylate ester monomer to include a high Tg monomer, hav-
ing a homopolymer Tg of at least 25° C., and preferably at
least 50° C. Examples of suitable high Tg monomers useful in
the present disclosure include, but are not limited to, t-butyl
acrylate, methyl methacrylate, ethyl methacrylate, isopropyl
methacrylate, n-butyl methacrylate, isobutyl methacrylate,
s-butyl methacrylate, t-butyl methacrylate, stearyl methacry-
late, phenyl methacrylate, cyclohexyl methacrylate,
isobornyl acrylate, isobornyl methacrylate, benzyl methacry-
late, 3,3,5-trimethylcyclohexyl acrylate, cyclohexyl acrylate,
propyl methacrylate, and combinations thereof.

If present, a C,-C;, (meth)acrylate ester monomer is
present in an amount of up 80 parts by weight, and preferably
up to 45 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.
If present, a C,-C;, (meth)acrylate ester monomer is present
in an amount of at least 1 part by weight, and preferably at
least 5 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers. In
certain embodiments, a C,-C;, (meth)acrylate ester mono-
mer is present in an amount of 1 part to 45 parts, and in other
embodiments 5 parts to 45 parts, by weight, based on 100
parts total monomers. When a high Tg monomer is included,
the copolymer may include up to 50 parts by weight, prefer-
ably, 10 to 20 parts by weight, relative to 100 parts by weight
of C,-C;, (meth)acrylate ester monomer component.

The composition used to form the polymers, particularly
the pressure-sensitive adhesive polymers, of the present dis-
closure may further include an acid-functional monomer,
wherein the acid-functional group may be an acid per se, such
as a carboxylic acid, or a portion may be salt thereof, such as
an alkali metal carboxylate. Useful acid-functional mono-
mers include, but are not limited to, those selected from an
ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid, ethylenically
unsaturated sulfonic acid, ethylenically unsaturated phospho-
nic acid, and mixtures thereof. Examples of such compounds
include those selected from acrylic acid, methacrylic acid,
itaconic acid, fumaric acid, crotonic acid, citraconic acid,
maleic acid, oleic acid, f-carboxyethyl(meth)acrylate, 2-sul-
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foethyl methacrylate, styrene sulfonic acid, 2-acrylamido-2-
methylpropanesulfonic acid, vinylphosphonic acid, and mix-
tures thereof.

Due to their availability, an acid-functional monomer is
generally selected from ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic
acids (i.e., (meth)acrylic acids). When even stronger acids are
desired, acidic monomers can include the ethylenically unsat-
urated sulfonic acids and ethylenically unsaturated phospho-
nic acids.

If present, an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated
monomer is present in an amount of up 20 parts by weight,
preferably up to 15 parts by weight, and more preferably up to
10 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers. If
present, an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated mono-
mer is present in an amount of at least 0.5 parts by weight,
preferably at least 1.0 part by weight, and more preferably at
least 1.5 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.
In certain embodiments, an acid-functional, ethylenically
unsaturated monomer is present in an amount of 0.5 parts to
20 parts by weight, and in other embodiments 1.0 part to 15
parts by weight, and in still other embodiments, 1.5 partsto 10
parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.

The composition used to form the polymers, particularly
the pressure-sensitive adhesive polymers, of the present dis-
closure may further include a polar monomer. A polar mono-
mer useful in preparing the polymer of the present disclosure
is both somewhat oil soluble and water soluble, resulting in a
distribution of the polar monomer between the aqueous and
oil phases in an emulsion polymerization. As used herein, the
term “polar monomer” is exclusive of acid-functionality and
is referred to as a “non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsat-
urated polar monomer.”

Representative examples of suitable such polar monomers
include, but are not limited to, 2-hydroxyethyl(meth)acrylate;
4-hydroxybutyl(meth)acrylate; N-vinylpyrrolidone; N-vi-
nylcaprolactam; acrylamide; mono- or di-N-alkyl substituted
acrylamide; t-butyl acrylamide; dimethylaminoethyl acryla-
mide; N-octyl acrylamide; a poly(alkoxyalkyl) (meth)acry-
late  including  2-(2-ethoxyethoxy)ethyl(meth)acrylate,
2-ethoxyethyl(meth)acrylate, 2-methoxyethoxyethyl(meth)
acrylate, 2-methoxyethyl methacrylate, and a polyethylene
glycol mono(meth)acrylate; an alkyl vinyl ether, including
vinyl methyl ether; and mixtures thereof. Preferred polar
monomers include those selected from the group consisting
of 2-hydroxyethyl(meth)acrylate, N-vinylpyrrolidinone, and
mixtures thereof.

Ifpresent, a non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated
polar monomer is present in an amount of up 10 parts by
weight, based on 100 parts total monomers. If present, a
non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar mono-
mer is present in an amount of at least 0.5 parts by weight,
based on 100 parts total monomers.

The composition used to form the polymers, particularly
the pressure-sensitive adhesive polymers, of the present dis-
closure may further include one or more other vinyl mono-
mers. When used, vinyl monomers useful in the (meth)acry-
late polymer include a vinyl ester (e.g., vinyl acetate and vinyl
propionate), styrene, substituted styrene (e.g., a-methyl sty-
rene), vinyl halide, and mixtures thereof. As used herein vinyl
monomers are exclusive of acid-functional monomers, acry-
late ester monomers, and polar monomers.

If present, a vinyl monomer is present in an amount ofup 5
parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers. If
present, a vinyl monomer is present in an amount of at least
1.0 part by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.

There are several crosslinking mechanisms for acrylic
polymers (particularly, adhesives) including free-radical
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copolymerization of multifunctional, ethylenically unsatur-
ated groups with the other monomers, and covalent or ionic
crosslinking through the functional monomers, such as
acrylic acid. Another method is the use of UV crosslinkers,
such as copolymerizable benzophenones or post-added pho-
tocrosslinkers, such as multifunctional benzophenones and
triazines. In the past, a variety of different materials have been
used as crosslinking agents, e.g., polyfunctional acrylates,
acetophenones, benzophenones, and triazines. Crosslinking
may also be achieved using high energy electromagnetic
radiation such as gamma or e-beam radiation. In this case, no
additional crosslinker may be required. One or more of these
mechanisms can be used with the polymers described herein.

In order to increase cohesive strength of the coated (par-
ticularly, adhesive) composition, a multifunctional (meth)
acrylate may be incorporated into the blend of polymerizable
monomers. A multifunctional (meth)acrylate is particularly
useful for emulsion or syrup polymerization. Examples of a
useful multifunctional (meth)acrylate include, but are not
limited to, a di(meth)acrylate, tri(meth)acrylate, and tetra
(meth)acrylate, such as 1,6-hexanediol di(meth)acrylate, a
poly(ethylene glycol) di(meth)acrylate, polybutadiene
di(meth)acrylate, a polyurethane di(meth)acrylate, propoxy-
lated glycerin tri(meth)acrylate, and mixtures thereof.

If present, a multifunctional (meth)acrylate monomer is
present in an amount of up 5 parts by weight, and preferably
up to 1.0 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.
If present, a multifunctional (meth)acrylate monomer is
present in an amount of at least 0.01 parts by weight, and
preferably at least 0.05 parts by weight, based on 100 parts
total monomers. In certain embodiments, a multifunctional
(meth)acrylate monomer is present in an amount of 0.01 parts
to 5 parts by weight, and in other embodiments 0.05 parts to
1.0 parts by weight, based on 100 parts total monomers.

In some embodiments, the interpolymerized monomers
can include:

a) up to 100, preferably 20 to 99.5, more preferably 50 to
95, parts by weight of a component comprising at least three
structural isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of
Formula (I);

b) 0to 80, preferably 1 to 45, more preferably 5 to 45, parts
by weight of a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C;, alkanol;

¢) 0.510 20, preferably 1.0to 15, more preferably 1.5t0 10,
parts by weight of an acid-functional, ethylenically unsatur-
ated monomer;

d) 0 to 10, preferably 0.5 to 10, parts by weight of a
non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar mono-
mer;

e) 0 to 5, preferably 1 to 5 parts by weight of a vinyl
monomer; and

1) 0to 5, preferably 0.01 to 5, more preferably 0.05 to 1.0,
parts by weight of a multifunctional (meth)acrylate;

based on 100 parts by weight total monomers.

The polymers, particularly pressure-sensitive adhesive
polymers, disclosed herein may be prepared by a variety of
conventional free radical polymerization methods, including
solution, radiation, bulk, dispersion, emulsion, and suspen-
sion processes. The monomer mixture may comprise a poly-
merization initiator, especially a thermal initiator or a photo-
initiator of a type and in an amount effective to polymerize the
monomers, as described below. For optical applications, solu-
tion, UV, and bulk processes are preferred. Other processes
may introduce birefringence or foreign materials that may
affect optic properties. The resulting adhesive copolymers of
the present disclosure may be random or block copolymers.

The polymers may be prepared via suspension polymer-
izations as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,691,140 (Silver); U.S.
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Pat. No. 4,166,152 (Baker et al.); U.S. Pat. No. 4,636,432
(Shibano etal); U.S. Pat. No. 4,656,218 (Kinoshita); and U.S.
Pat. No. 5,045,569 (Delgado).

Water-soluble and oil-soluble initiators useful in preparing
the (meth)acrylate polymers of the present disclosure are
initiators that, on exposure to heat, generate free-radicals
which initiate (co)polymerization of the monomer mixture.
Water-soluble initiators are preferred for preparing the (meth)
acrylate polymers by emulsion polymerization. Suitable
water-soluble initiators include, but are not limited to, those
selected from the group consisting of potassium persulfate,
ammonium persulfate, sodium persulfate, and mixtures
thereof, an oxidation-reduction initiator such as the reaction
product of an above-mentioned persulfate and a reducing
agent such as those selected from the group consisting of
sodium metabisulfite and sodium bisulfite; and 4,4'-azobis(4-
cyanopentanoic acid) and its soluble salts (e.g., sodium,
potassium). The preferred water-soluble initiator is potas-
sium persulfate. Suitable oil-soluble initiators include, but are
not limited to, those selected from the group consisting of an
azo compound such as VAZO 64 (2,2'-azobis(isobutyroni-
trile)) and VAZO 52 (2,2'-azobis(2,4-dimethylpentaneni-
trile)) (both available from E.I. du Pont de Nemours Co.),
peroxides such as benzoyl peroxide and lauroyl peroxide, and
mixtures thereof. The preferred oil-soluble thermal initiator is
(2,2'-azobis(isobutyronitrile)). When used, initiators may be
included in an amount up to 1 parts by weight, preferably
from 0.05 to 1 parts by weight, more preferably 0.1 to 0.5
parts by weight, relative to 100 parts by weight of total mono-
mer.

The polymerizable mixture may optionally further com-
prise chain transfer agents to control the molecular weight of
the resultant polymer. Examples of useful chain transfer
agents include, but are not limited to, those selected from the
group consisting of carbon tetrabromide, alcohols, mercap-
tans, and mixtures thereof. When present, the preferred chain
transfer agents are isooctylthioglycolate and carbon tetrabro-
mide. If used, the polymerizable mixture may include up to
0.5 parts by weight of a chain transfer agent, typically 0.01
parts by weight to 0.5 parts by weight, and preferably 0.05
parts by weight to 0.2 parts by weight, relative to 100 parts by
weight of the total monomer.

A typical solution polymerization method is carried out by
adding the monomers, a suitable solvent, and an optional
chain transfer agent to a reaction vessel, adding a free radical
initiator, purging with nitrogen, and maintaining the reaction
vessel at an elevated temperature, typically in the range of 40
to 100° C. until the reaction is completed, typically in 1 to 20
hours, depending upon the batch size and temperature.
Examples of the solvent are methanol, tetrahydrofuran, etha-
nol, isopropanol, acetone, methyl ethyl ketone, methyl
acetate, ethyl acetate, toluene, xylene, and ethylene glycol
alkyl ether. Those solvents can be used alone or as mixtures
thereof.

In a typical photopolymerization method, a monomer mix-
ture may be irradiated with ultraviolet (UV) rays in the pres-
ence of a photopolymerization initiator (i.e., photoinitiators).
Preferred photoinitiators are those available under the trade
designations IRGACURE and DAROCUR from Ciba Spe-
cialty Chemical Corp., Tarrytown, N.Y. and include 1-hy-
droxy cyclohexyl phenyl ketone (IRGACURE 184), 2.2-
dimethoxy-1,2-diphenylethan-1-one (IRGACURE 651), bis
(2,4,6-trimethylbenzoyl)phenylphosphineoxide
(IRGACURE 819), 1-[4-(2-hydroxyethoxy)phenyl]-2-hy-
droxy-2-methyl-1-propane-1-one ~ (IRGACURE  2959),
2-benzyl-2-dimethylamino-1-(4-morpholinophenyl)bu-
tanone (IRGACURE 369), 2-methyl-1-[4-(methylthio)phe-

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18
nyl]-2-morpholinopropan-1-one (IRGACURE 907), and
2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1-phenyl propan-1-one (DAROCUR
1173). Particularly preferred photoinitiators are IRGACURE
819, 651, 184 and 2959.

Solventless polymerization methods may also be utilized
to prepare the polymers, such as the continuous free radical
polymerization method described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,619,979
(Kotnour et al.) and U.S. Pat. No. 4,843,134 (Kotnour et al.),
the essentially adiabatic polymerization methods using a
batch reactor described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,637,646 (Ellis), and
the methods described for polymerizing packaged pre-adhe-
sive compositions described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,804,610
(Hamer et al.).

The compositions of the present disclosure, particularly
the pressure-sensitive adhesives, may also contain one or
more conventional additives. Preferred additives include
tackifiers, plasticizers, dyes, antioxidants, and UV stabilizers.
Such additives can be used if they do not affect the superior
properties of the pressure-sensitive adhesives, for example.

Conventional (meth)acrylic-based adhesives do not adhere
well to certain substrates, such as certain types of automotive
paints and low energy olefinic surfaces. Efforts have been
made to improve the adhesion of (meth)acrylic-based adhe-
sives, i.e., develop more aggressive tack, to these types of
surfaces; tackifying the base acrylic polymer is commonly
practiced. The tackifier is generally selected to be miscible
with the (meth)acrylate polymer used to form the PSA. Suit-
able tackifying resins include rosins and their derivatives
(e.g., rosin esters); polyterpenes and aromatic-modified poly-
terpene resins; coumarone-indene resins; and hydrocarbon
resins such as alpha pinene-based resins, beta pinene-based
resins, limonene-based resins, aliphatic hydrocarbon-based
resins, aromatic-modified hydrocarbon-based resins, aro-
matic hydrocarbon resins, and dicyclopentadiene-based res-
ins. In certain embodiments, the tackifier is a terpene resin, a
hydrocarbon resin, a rosin resin, a petroleum resin, or com-
bination thereof. Combinations of various tackifiers can be
used if desired. These tackifying resins, if desired, can be
hydrogenated to lower their color contribution to the pres-
sure-sensitive adhesive layer.

Various types of tackifiers include phenol modified terpe-
nes and rosin esters such as glycerol esters of rosin and
pentaerythritol esters of rosin that are available under the
trade names NUROZ, NUTAC (Newport Industries), PER-
MALYN, STAYBELITE, FORAL (Eastman). Also available
are hydrocarbon resin tackifiers that typically come from C5
and C9 monomers by products of naphtha cracking and are
available under the trade names PICCOTAC, EASTOTAC,
REGALREZ, REGALITE (Eastman), ARKON (Arakawa),
NORSOLENE, WINGTACK (Cray Valley), NEVTAC LX
(Neville Chemical Co.), HIKOTACK, HIKOREZ (Kolon
Chemical), NOVARES (Ruetgers N.V.), QUINTONE
(Zeon), ESCOREZ (Exxon Mobile Chemical), NURES, and
H-REZ (Newport Industries).

Due to the high solubility parameter of most conventional
(meth)acrylic-based polymers used in pressure-sensitive
adhesives and the presence of specific potential interactions
between these polymeric materials and many tackifiers, a
limited selection of tackifiers is available to the formulator. As
a class, hydrocarbon-based tackifiers, and especially hydro-
genated hydrocarbon resins, are typically unsuitable for use
in polar (meth)acrylic-based adhesives formulations due to
their nonpolar character.

Rosin acid based tackifiers and selected phenol-modified
terpene and alpha-pinene based resins perform well in a vari-
ety of conventional (meth)acrylic-based pressure-sensitive
adhesives. However, some problems are still associated with
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the use of this limited range of tackifiers in such (meth)
acrylic-based adhesives. Tackified (meth)acrylic-based pres-
sure-sensitive adhesive formulations are often discolored or
yellow. The yellow appearance of these tackified (meth)
acrylic-based pressure-sensitive adhesives is a direct result of
the distinct yellow tinge inherent in many of these tackifiers.
Upon aging and exposure to light, this discoloration can
become even more pronounced, even with lighter colored
grades of resin. (meth)acrylic-based adhesives without tacki-
fiers typically have excellent aging properties.

Conventional tackified (meth)acrylic-based pressure-sen-
sitive adhesives can also appear cloudy, demonstrating a loss
in the characteristic transparency found in many conventional
acrylate pressure-sensitive adhesive compositions. The
cloudiness is an indication of limited or incomplete compat-
ibility of the tackifier and the (meth)acrylic-based polymers.
The reduced compatibility can lead to a degradation of adhe-
sive properties on aging, as evidenced by a loss of tack or
reduced peel adhesion. In some cases, the addition of a tacki-
fier to an adhesive composition having (meth)acrylic-based
monomers, polymers, oligomers, and any mixture thereof,
can be clear and appear to be compatible. However, after
removing the solvent, curing the adhesive, or on aging, the
adhesive can become cloudy, indicating some incompatibility
between the tackifier and (meth)acrylic-based polymer.

In addition to these losses in clarity and stability of tacki-
fied (meth)acrylic-based adhesives, other deleterious effects
can be observed when tackifiers are present during bulk
acrylic polymerization reactions. Depending on the structure
of the tackifier, undesirable effects of adding a tackifier
include the inhibition or retardation of the polymerization
reaction and/or the alteration of the final polymer structure if
the tackifier acts as a chain-transfer or chain-terminating
agent. Such effects can adversely influence the performance
and stability of acrylates polymerized in the presence of these
tackifiers. Chain termination can also result in undesirably
high residual volatile materials.

In many embodiments, the present disclosure provides
tackified PSA compositions that overcome problems noted in
the art. The tackifier is preferably selected from a material that
is essentially free of any ethylenically or acetylenically unsat-
urated bonds. In certain embodiments a tackifier selected
from a hydrogenated terpene resin, a hydrogenated rosin
resin, an esterified rosin resin, an aliphatic petroleum resin, an
aromatic petroleum resin, an alicyclic petroleum resin
obtained by hydrogenating aromatic petroleum resins, and
combinations thereof. Preferably, the tackifier used is
selected from hydrogenated C9 petroleum resins such as but
not limited to REGALREZ tackifiers (Eastman) or ARKON
(Arakawa) tackifiers. Such “hydrophobic tackifiers” may be
used in amounts ofup to 150 parts, preferably 20 to 150 parts,
more preferably 50 parts to 100 parts, of said tackifier, relative
to 100 parts of said (meth)acrylate polymer.

The polymer compositions, particularly adhesives, of the
present disclosure may be coated upon a variety of flexible
and inflexible backing materials using, for example, conven-
tional coating techniques to produce adhesive-coated materi-
als. Flexible substrates are defined herein as any material that
is conventionally utilized as a tape backing or may be of any
other flexible material. Examples include, but are not limited
to, plastic films such as polypropylene, polyethylene, polyvi-
nyl chloride, polyester (polyethylene terephthalate), other
polyesters (such as polyethylene naphthalate), polycarbon-
ate, polymethyl(meth)acrylate (PMMA), cellulose acetate,
cellulose triacetate, and ethyl cellulose. Foam backings may
be used. Examples of inflexible substrates include, but are not
limited to, metal, metallized polymeric film, indium tin oxide
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coated glass and polyester, PMMA plate, polycarbonate
plate, glass, or ceramic sheet material. The adhesive-coated
sheet materials may take the form of any article convention-
ally known to be utilized with adhesive compositions such as
labels, tapes, signs, covers, marking indices, display compo-
nents, touch panels, and the like. Flexible backing materials
having microreplicated surfaces are also contemplated.

The above-described compositions are coated on a sub-
strate using conventional coating techniques modified as
appropriate to the particular substrate. For example, these
compositions can be applied to a variety of solid substrates by
methods such as roller coating, flow coating, dip coating, spin
coating, spray coating knife coating, and die coating. These
various methods of coating allow the compositions to be
placed on the substrate at variable thicknesses thus allowing a
wider range of use of the compositions. Coating thicknesses
may vary, but coating thicknesses of 2-500 microns (dry
thickness), preferably 25 to 250 microns, are contemplated.

The adhesives of the present disclosure are particularly
useful for forming strong bonds to low surface energy (LSE)
substrates. As used herein, low surface energy substrates are
those having a surface energy of less than 45 dynes per cen-
timeter, more typically less than 40 dynes per centimeter, and
most typically less than 35 dynes per centimeter. Included
among such materials are polypropylene, polyethylene (e.g.,
high density polyethylene or HDPE), polystyrene and poly
(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA). Other substrates may also
have properties of low surface energy due to a residue, such as
an oil residue or a film, such as paint, being on the surface of
the substrate. However, even though the present adhesive
bonds well to low surface energy surfaces, the disclosure is
not limited to being bonded to low surface energy substrates,
as it has been found that the inventive adhesive can also bond
well to higher surface energy substrates such as, for example,
other plastics, ceramics (e.g., glass), and metals.

The substrate is selected depending on the particular appli-
cation in which it is to be used. For example, the adhesive can
be applied to sheeting products (e.g., decorative graphics and
reflective products), label stock, and tape backings. Addition-
ally, the adhesive may be applied directly onto a substrate
such as an automotive panel, or a glass window so that another
substrate or object can be attached to the panel or window.

The adhesive can also be provided in the form of a pres-
sure-sensitive adhesive transfer tape in which at least one
layer of the adhesive is disposed on a release liner for appli-
cation to a permanent substrate at a later time. The adhesive
can also be provided as a single coated or double coated tape
in which the adhesive is disposed on a permanent backing.
Backings can be made from plastics (e.g., polypropylene,
including biaxially oriented polypropylene, vinyl, polyethyl-
ene, polyester such as polyethylene terephthalate), nonwov-
ens (e.g., papers, cloths, nonwoven scrims), metal foils,
foams (e.g., polyacrylic, polyethylene, polyurethane, neo-
prene), and the like. Foams are commercially available from
various suppliers such as 3M Co., Voltek, Sekisui, and others.
The foam may be formed as a coextruded sheet with the
adhesive on one or both sides of the foam, or the adhesive may
be laminated to it. When the adhesive is laminated to a foam,
itmay be desirable to treat the surface to improve the adhesion
of the adhesive to the foam or to any of the other types of
backings. Such treatments are typically selected based on the
nature of the materials of the adhesive and of the foam or
backing and include primers and surface modifications (e.g.,
corona treatment, surface abrasion). Additional tape con-
structions include those described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,602,221
(Bennett et al.).
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For a single-sided tape, the side of the backing surface
opposite that where the adhesive is disposed is typically
coated with a suitable release material. Release materials are
known and include materials such as, for example, silicone,
polyethylene, polycarbamate, polyacrylics, and the like. For
double coated tapes, another layer of adhesive is disposed on
the backing surface opposite that where the adhesive of the
disclosure is disposed. The other layer of adhesive can be
different from the adhesive of the disclosure, e.g., a conven-
tional (meth)acrylic ester PSA, or it can be the same adhesive
as the disclosure, with the same or a different formulation.
Double coated tapes are typically carried on a release liner.

Exemplary Embodiments
1. A pressure-sensitive adhesive composition comprising a
(meth)acrylate polymer comprising interpolymerized mono-

mers comprising at least three structural isomers of a second-
ary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

@

R? o]
Rl)\o
R3
wherein:
R! and R? are each independently a C, to Cs, saturated
linear alkyl group;

the sum of the number of carbons in R! and R?is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,.

2. A pressure-sensitive adhesive composition comprising a
(meth)acrylate polymer comprising at least three structural
isomers of a moiety of Formula (II):

an
Rl
o o)\ R
R3
wherein:
R' and R? are each independently a C, to Cs, saturated
linear alkyl group;

the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,.

3. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 1 or
embodiment 2 wherein R* and R? are each independently a C,
to C,, saturated linear alkyl and the sum of the number of
carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 17.

4. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 3
wherein R' and R? are each independently a C, to C, saturated
linear alkyl and the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R?
is 7to 11.

5. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 3
wherein R' and R? are each independently a C, to C,, satu-
rated linear alkyl and the sum of the number of carbons in R*
and R*is 9 to 17.
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6. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 5 wherein the polymer further comprises
interpolymerized monomers comprising a (meth)acrylic acid
ester of a C,-C,, alkanol.

7. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 6 wherein the polymer further comprises
interpolymerized monomers comprising an acid-functional,
ethylenically unsaturated monomer.

8. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 7 wherein the polymer further comprises
interpolymerized monomers comprising a non-acid-func-
tional, ethylenically unsaturated polar monomer.

9. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 8 wherein the polymer comprises:

a) 20 to 99.5 parts by weight of the at least three structural
isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I) or
of'a moiety of Formula (II);

b) 0 to 80 parts by weight of a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a
C,-C,, alkanol;

¢) 0.5 to 20 parts by weight of an acid-functional, ethyleni-
cally unsaturated monomer;

d) 0 to 10 parts by weight of a non-acid-functional, ethyl-
enically unsaturated polar monomer;

e) 0 to 5 parts by weight of a vinyl monomer; and

) 0 to 5 parts by weight of a multifunctional (meth)acry-
late; based on 100 parts by weight total monomer.

10. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 9 further comprising a tackifier.

11. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 10
comprising 20 to 150 parts of said tackifier, relative to 100
parts of the (meth)acrylate polymer.

12. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 10
wherein said tackifier is a terpene resin, a hydrocarbon resin,
a rosin resin, a petroleum resin, or combination thereof.

13. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 12
wherein said tackifier is selected from a hydrogenated terpene
resin, a hydrogenated rosin resin, an esterified rosin resin, an
aliphatic petroleum resin, an alicyclic petroleum resin, and
combinations thereof.

14. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 12, as dependent on embodiment 1, wherein
the at least three structural isomers of an alkyl (meth)acrylate
of Formula (I) are prepared by the reaction of (meth)acrylic
acid with an olefin having a single unsaturation in the pres-
ence of a fluorinated sulfonic acid.

15. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 14
wherein the at least three structural isomers of an alkyl (meth)
acrylate of Formula (I) are prepared by the reaction of (meth)
acrylic acid with an alpha-olefin in the presence of a fluori-
nated sulfonic acid.

16. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 15 which has a Tc of <0° C.

17. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 16, as dependent on embodiment 1, wherein
the at least three structural isomers of an alkyl (meth)acrylate
of Formula (I) are prepared by the reaction of (meth)acrylic
acid with an olefin having a single unsaturation in a continu-
ous process.

18. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of embodiment 17
wherein the continuous process uses a packed-bed reactor
with a solid acid catalyst.

19. The pressure-sensitive adhesive of any one of embodi-
ments 1 through 18, as dependent on embodiment 1, wherein
the at least three structural isomers of an alkyl (meth)acrylate
of Formula (I) comprise:

15-85 mole-% of a 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer;

5-50 mole-% of a 3-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer;

0.5-40 mole-% of a 4-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer; and

0-50 mole-% of at least one of a 5- through 15-alkyl (meth)
acrylate isomer;
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wherein the mole percentages are based on the total moles of
(meth)acrylate isomers used to make the polymer.

20. A pressure-sensitive adhesive article comprising a coat-
ing of the adhesive of any one of embodiments 1 through 19
on a backing.

21. A method of making a mixture of structural isomers of
a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I

R! O)‘\K
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to Cs, saturated
linear alkyl group;

the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,;
wherein the method comprises reacting (meth)acrylic acid
with an olefin having a single unsaturation in the presence of
a fluorinated sulfonic acid.

22. The method of embodiment 21 wherein the fluorinated
sulfonic acid has the formula: R*—(CF,—SO,H),,, wherein
n is one or two, and R* is a fluorine, a carboxylic acid group,
a C,-C,, alkyl group, a C,-C,, alkylene group, a fluorinated
C,-C,, alkyl group, a fluorinated C,-C,, alkylene group, a
perfluoroether C, -C, , heteroalkyl group, or a perfluoroether
C,-C,, heteroalkylene group.

23. The method of embodiment 21 or 22 wherein the flu-
orinated sulfonic acid is trifluoromethanesulfonic acid.

24. The method of embodiment 21 or 22 wherein the flu-
orinated sulfonic acid is a sulfonated tetrafluoroethylene
based fluoropolymer-copolymer.

25. The method of embodiment 21 or 22 wherein the flu-
orinated sulfonic acid is nonafluorobutanesulfonic acid.

26. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 25
wherein reacting (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin in the
presence of a fluorinated sulfonic acid occurs at a temperature
0f 40° C. to 150° C.

27. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 26
wherein reacting (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin occurs in
the presence of a 0.01 mole percent to 10 mole percent acid
fluorinated sulfonic acid.

28. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 27
wherein reacting (meth)acrylic acid with an olefin in the
presence of a fluorinated sulfonic acid reaches equilibrium
within 5 minutes to 48 hours.

29. A method of making a mixture of structural isomers of
a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I

R! O)‘\K
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,,, saturated
linear alkyl group;
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the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R?is H or CH,;
wherein the method involves reacting (meth)acrylic acid with
an olefin having a single unsaturation, wherein the olefin has
been pre-treated with an acid to give a mixture of olefin
isomers.

30. The method of embodiment 29 wherein reacting the
(meth)acrylic acid with an olefin having a single unsaturation
occurs in a continuous process.

31. The method of embodiment 30 wherein the continuous
process uses a packed-bed reactor with a solid acid catalyst.

32. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 31
wherein the olefin having a single unsaturation is an alpha-
olefin.

33. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 31
wherein the olefin is 1-octene, 2-octene, 3-octene, 4-octene,

1-nonene, 2-nonene, 3-nonene, 4-nonene, 1-decene,
5-decene, 1-undecene, 1-dodecene, 1-tridecene, 1-tet-
radecene, 7-tetradecene, 1-pentadecene, 1-hexadecene,

1-heptadecene, 1-octadecene, 1-nonadecene, 1-eicosene,
9-heneicosene, 1-docosene, 9-tricosene, 1-tetracosene, 1-oc-
tacosene, 1-triacontene, or mixtures thereof.

34. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 33
wherein R' and R? are each independently a C, to C,  satu-
rated alkyl and the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R*
is 7to 17.

35. The method of embodiment 34 wherein R* and R? are
each independently a C, to Cg saturated alkyl and the sum of
the number of carbons in R' and R*is 7 to 11.

36. The method of embodiment 34 wherein R* and R? are
each independently a C, to C, 4 saturated linear alkyl and the
sum of the number of carbons in R' and R*is 9 to 17.

37. The method of any one of embodiments 21 through 36
wherein the mixture of structural isomers of an alkyl (meth)
acrylate of Formula (I) comprise:

15-85 mole-% of a 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer;

5-50 mole-% of a 3-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer;

0.5-40 mole-% of a 4-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer; and

0-40 mole-% of at least one of a 5- through 15-alkyl (meth)
acrylate isomer;
wherein the mole percentages are based on the total moles of
(meth)acrylate isomers.

38. A mixture of structural isomers of a secondary alkyl
(meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

jz\ I

R! O)k%
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,, saturated
linear alkyl group;

the sum of the number of carbons in R* and R? is 7 to 31;
and

R?is H or CH,;
wherein the 2-alkyl (meth)acrylate isomer is less than 35
mole-% of the total mixture of alkyl (meth)acrylate isomers.

39. A polymer made from the mixture of embodiment 38.

40. A (meth)acrylate polymer comprising interpolymer-
ized monomers comprising:

@
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a) at least three structural isomers of a secondary alkyl
(meth)acrylate of Formula (I):

i I

R! O)‘\(
R3

wherein:

R! and R? are each independently a C, to C,,, saturated
linear alkyl group;

the sum of the number of carbons in R! and R?is 7 to 31;
and

R? is H or CH,; and

b) at least one monomer selected from:

1) a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a C,-C5, alkanol;

i1) an acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated monomer;

iii) a non-acid-functional, ethylenically unsaturated polar

monomer;

iv) a vinyl monomer; and

v) a multifunctional (meth)acrylate.

41. The polymer of embodiment 40 wherein R and R? are
each independently a C, to C, 4 saturated linear alkyl and the
sum of the number of carbons in R* and R?is 7 to 17.

42. The polymer of embodiment 41 wherein R and R? are
each independently a C, to Cq saturated linear alkyl and the
sum of the number of carbons in R* and R?is 7 to 11.

43. The polymer of embodiment 41 wherein R and R? are
each independently a C, to C, 4 saturated linear alkyl and the
sum of the number of carbons in R' and R is 9 to 17.

44. The (meth)acrylate polymer of any one of embodi-
ments 40 through 43 wherein the interpolymerized mono-
mers comprise at least one monomer selected from a (meth)
acrylic acid ester of a C,-C,, alkanol, an acid-functional,
ethylenically unsaturated monomer, a non-acid-functional,
ethylenically unsaturated polar monomer, and a mixture
thereof.

45. The (meth)acrylate polymer of embodiment 44
wherein the interpolymerized monomers comprise an acid-
functional, ethylenically unsaturated monomer.

46. The (meth)acrylate polymer of embodiment 45
wherein the interpolymerized monomers comprise:

a) 20 to 99.5 parts by weight of the at least three structural
isomers of a secondary alkyl (meth)acrylate of Formula (I);
and

b) 0to 80 parts by weight of a (meth)acrylic acid ester of a
C,-C;, alkanol;

¢) 0.5 to 20 parts by weight of an acid-functional, ethyleni-
cally unsaturated monomer;

d) 0 to 10 parts by weight of a non-acid-functional, ethyl-
enically unsaturated polar monomer;

e) 0 to 5 parts by weight of a vinyl monomer; and

) 0 to 5 parts by weight of a multifunctional (meth)acry-
late; based on 100 parts by weight total monomer.

@

EXAMPLES

Objects and advantages of this disclosure are further illus-
trated by the following examples, but the particular materials
and amounts thereof recited in these examples, as well as
other conditions and details, should not be construed to
unduly limit this disclosure. The materials used in the follow-
ing examples were purchased from Alfa Aesar (Ward Hill,
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Mass.) (where noted) or from Sigma-Aldrich Company (St.
Louis, Mo.) unless otherwise stated.

Test Method 1: Differential Scanning Calorimetric (DSC)
Analysis of Monomers and Homopolymer Films

Approximately 10 mg ofa given monomer was placed in an
individual standard aluminum DSC pans (Thermal Analysis
T080715), which was then placed in the auto sampler of a
differential scanning calorimeter (DSC, TA Instruments,
New Castle, Del.). For each sample analysis, the pan was
individually placed on one of the differential posts in the
DSC’s enclosed cell along with an empty reference pan on the
opposite post. Temperature was raised to 55° C. and held for
10 minutes to thermally anneal the sample which was then
cycled between —95° C. and 55° C. twice at 3° C./min. Tran-
sitions such as the crystallinity temperature (Tc), melting
temperature (Tm), and glass transition temperature (Tg) were
identified as their respective peaks in the scanning profile of
heat flow vs. temperature. Typically, crystallization and melt-
ing transitions show up as positive and negative heat flow
peaks as the sample is cooled and heated respectively. Con-
versely a glass transition is generally represented by a shift in
the profile shape upon heating because the heat capacity of the
sample after passing through the glass transition temperature
is altered. The glass transition temperature was recorded at
the inflection point of the curve associated with this shift in
heat flow profile.

DSC analysis as described above was repeated for the
homopolymer of each of the monomers. To generate
homopolymer samples 1 g of each acrylic monomer was
mixed with 1 wt % IRGACURE 651 (Ciba Spec. Chem.—a
Division of BASF Corp., Florham Park, N.J.) for 1 hourin an
amber vial with magnetic stirring. Using a syringe, 10-20 mg
of formulated monomer was then added to the DSC pan and
mass was recorded. The pan was then placed in a small
nitrogen glove box with glass top, purged with nitrogen for 5
minutes, and then exposed to UV irradiation (365 nm,
approximately 5 mW/cm?) for 10 minutes. The DSC pan
containing the homopolymer was then loaded into the DSC
and analyzed following the same procedure used for each
monomer sample, as described above.

Test Method 2: Visual Analysis of Adhesive Formulated
Films

Tackified and polymerized adhesive films were character-
ized for clarity by classifying the adhesive film as clear,
translucent, or opaque.

Test Method 3: Peel Adhesion Strength

Peel adhesion is the force required to remove a coated
flexible sheet material from a test panel measured at a specific
angle and rate of removal. In the examples of this